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‘Art Action’ in town square

® continued from front

Gustav was a leading exponent of
auto-destructive art and involved in
artistic ‘happenings’ throughout the
1960’s. From 1990 onwards he became
increasingly concerned about the hu-
man assault on the natural world.

“We were all delighted at the pos-
itive response to our Art Action in
Launceston. Around 50 people took
creative action by contributing to the
artwork whilst many others stopped
to discuss the important issues of
climate change and the destruction of
nature. It was heartening to see such
support from local people,” said Phil.
“As artists we have a responsibility to
sound the alarm and we hope our call

to action locally will create ripples
and stimulate more actions to protect
the precious planet on which we all
depend.”

The artwork was on display at
Launceston Library for the duration
of COP26.

Phil has worked with local artist
and gallery owner, Richard, to put
on the art exhibition ‘Last Chance
Saloon’ featuring 17 artists from Corn-
wall and the rest of the country for
whom environmental concern is cen-
tral to their practice. The exhibition,
which is free, is at Terre Verte Gallery,
Altarnun, open each Thursday, Friday
and Saturday 10am to 5pm until De-
cember 4.

PEOPLE used blkes boots and wheelbarrows dipped in black paint
on the finished painting to symbolise human exploitation

Plans approved despite ‘poor’ design

By RICHARD WHITEHOUSE,
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

CORNWALL councillors have
granted permission for a
five-bedroom house at Kennards
House near Launceston despite
planning officers saying that it

was a “poor” design.

Michael Davey had submitted a re-
served matters application to build
a new manager’s home at Trethorne
Leisure Farm at Kennards House near
Launceston.

Mr Davey had already secured
outline planning permission for the
property but the application set out
details regarding design, layout and
size.

Cornwall Council’s east sub-area
planning committee agreed to ap-
prove the application at its meeting,
going against the planning officer’s
recommendation for refusal.

In a report the committee planning

officers said that the design of the
new house was “poor” and said that
it was out of scale with the size of the
plot.

They also said that it was “out of
scale with its permitted plot size, is
not considered to reflect the typical
scale of traditional domestic dwell-
ings in the countryside and would
be conspicuously at odds with its
setting”.

Officers stated in their report that
the property seemed to be influenced
by “Georgian manor houses” but
said there were modern elements
which would “jar” with the rest of the
building.

They said: “There is, in this regard,
an uneasy juxtaposition between
modern/contemporary and tradi-
tional/pastiche which is considered
at odds with both itself and the sur-
rounding context.”

Mr Davey said that he would be liv-
ing in the new house with his family
and needed five bedrooms as he has
four children who each needed their
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THE proposed design of the new home at Trethorne Leisure Park

own bedroom. He explained that
he employed a lot of people in the
local area and that this was likely
to increase with plans for an in-
dustrial park which he said could
help support up to 700 jobs.

St Thomas the Apostle Rural
Parish Council had supported the
plans as had local Cornwall coun-
cillor Adam Paynter who said he
had received no complaints about
the application.

Committee member Dominic
Fairman said that he had no issue
with the size of the proposed new
home but he was concerned about
the design. He said: “The design
does not sit well with a rural set-
ting in Cornwall.”

Adrian Parsons gave a ringing
endorsement of the applicant
hailing Mr Davey and his family as
“pioneers of farm diversification”.

He said: “They are large, large
employers in the community.
They provide services and provi-
sions that I suspect many people
in this room have enjoyed.”

Cllr Parsons said that he was
“comfortable” with the size of the
proposed home and said he did
not think it would have “much im-
pact on the wider environment”.
He said he was happy to support
the application.

John Fitter was unhappy with
the proposals and said that it was
described as a manager’s home
but seemed to be designed “exclu-
sively for the existing applicant”.

He said that in the future

there could be a single person
appointed as manager of the busi-
ness and they would have a five
bedroom house.

Cllr Fitter proposed that the ap-
plication should be refused based
on the officer’s recommendation.

Planning officer Davina
Pritchard told the committee that
the development should meet the
needs of the business rather than
the application.

She said: “It is not about the
persons applying. It is about the
needs for the business and in this
case it is the needs for Trethorne
Leisure Park. It is about whether
that business justifies a dwelling
of this size.

“We don’t believe that the lei-
sure park needs a dwelling of this
size. We are of the view that it is
unnecessarily large and no evi-
dence has been provided for why
such a dwelling is needed.”

However when the proposal to
refuse the application was put to
the vote it was lost with three in
favour and eight against.

An alternative proposal to
approve the application was put
forward by Cllr Parsons and was
agreed with eight votes in favour
and three against.

A second application for the
same site seeking to extend the
size of the plot and extend vehic-
ular access was also approved
separately with 10 votes in favour
and one against.

Pyworthy solar farm approved Tesco thanked

The Post takes all complaints very se-
riously and will correct errors we have
made. We abide by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO)
rules and regulations and the Editors’
Code of Practice. If you have a com-
plaint, email editor nigel.walrond@
thepost.uk.com

The IPSO address is: Gate House, 1 Far-
ringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG. Tel:
0300123 2220. Website: www.ipso.co.k

AFTER months of campaigning, residents of
Pyworthy have been left disappointed and
angry by Torridge District Council's decision
to approve Devon’s largest solar farm on
their doorstep.

By a narrow margin of five votes to four, Tor-
ridge District Council’'s planning committee
granted permission for the development of
Derril Water Solar Farm on agricultural land at
Monks Farm and Trelana on November 4.

A local campaign group was set up in light of
the original application submitted by Renew-
able Energy Services (RES) and they say this
decision has damaged their confidence in local
democracy.

A spokesman from the Pyworthy Environ-
mental Group told the Post: “We are totally
amazed at the outcome of this speculative
proposal to enrich a few at the expense of the
many. Good farm land should be preserved
for food production, the amenity value of our
countryside is clearly of value both for the well-
being of us all and also to remain attractive for
tourism and the character of the countryside

should not be changed. There remains the pos-
sibility of a judicial review as planning officers
and committees have to abide by national and
council policies. Confidence in democracy and
the council will be hugely damaged if they are
seen to do anything else and we wonder what
motivated them to do so in this case. If allowed
to stand this decision may now open the door
to the Pyworthy/Bridgerule/Holsworthy area
being destined to become a wasteland of glass
and steel behind security fences and CCTV.”

However, RES was pleased with the result.
Senior development project manager Sarah
Rocks said: “RES is pleased that the local plan-
ning committee has arrived at this decision.
Derril Water was carefully chosen for this pro-
ject, selected due to its viable grid connection,
good irradiance levels, ease of access and posi-
tioning outside of any statutory environmental,
archaeological and landscape designations. It
will provide low carbon, low-cost electricity, as
well as delivering a range of other environmen-
tal benefits for the local community.”

THE Launceston branch of the Royal British Legion
expressed its thanks to the staff at Tesco for their
support during this year’s collection in the foyer.
Pictured is branch chairman Elias O'Neill



